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with West Africa, that he devoted much time and energy to the
collection of material for his treatise, and that he records events
which other writers omit1. What he says about Guinea, there-
fore, is worthy of close attention. He is more definite than
Barros in placing the discovery of the island of Fernando Po in
the year 1472, and there is no solid reason for not accepting this
as true. It is clear from Barros and Pacheco, as well as from
Galvao, that Fernao do Po took an active part in the exploration
of the Bight of Biafra, while Pacheco's reference to a small river
east of the Rio Real named after Pero de Cintra suggests that
the latter may have been associated with Fernao do Po in this
work. It is therefore probable that Pero de Cintra took part in
the exploration of the Bight during 1472. Galvao agrees with
Barros but seems to contradict Pacheco, when he assigns the
discovery of the islands of Sao Thom6 and O Principe to the
reign of King Alfonso V. Pacheco's work has the weight and
authority of contemporaneity, whereas both Barros and Galvao
wrote long after the event. Accordingly, one hesitates to con-
clude that his dating of the finding of the islands is wrong. In
point of fact, however, Pacheco does not state categorically that
they were discovered in the reign of John II. There are two
references in the Esmeraldo to this discovery: first he writes that
'the island of Sam Thom6 .. . was discovered at the bidding of
the most serene King John II of Portugal who ordered it to be
peopled', and then that the 'smaller island called Sant' Antonio
or Principe ... was also discovered and peopled by King John
II'2. Dr. Ravenstein has suggested that there is no inherent con-
tradiction between these references and the view that the two
islands were discovered while John was still a prince3. His sug-
gestion can be accepted. Prince John was charged with the
administration of Guinea in 1473 or I4744 and the discovery of
the islands was thus effected probably under his supervision.
Twenty years later he took steps to populate Sao Thom6 by
sending thither numbers of young Jews5. Pacheco's allusions
J Galvao is the only one of the Portuguese historians of the sixteenth cen-
tury to record a voyage of discovery from Lisbon to Brazil in 1501.
2 Bk. 2, ch. 11.                      3 Geographical Journal (1900), p. 626.
4 See below, p. 15.                * See doc. 9.